4 
at 4 : a 
7 
= SY 


« By the King, 
A Proclamation for reſtraint of the diſordered 


trading for Tobacco. 


Hereas Wee, out of the diſlike VVec had of 


the vſe of Tobacco, tending to a generall andnew toꝛruption both 
of mens bodies and maners, and yet neuertheleſſe holding it ol the 
wo moꝛe tolerable, that the ſame ſhouldbe impoztedamongſtma- 
np other vanities and ſuperfluities, which came from beyond the 
Seas, then permitted to be planted here within this Realme,there- 
41 by to abuſe and mifimploy theſoile of this fruitfull Kingdome, did 
X by Hur Pꝛotlamation dated the thirtteth day of December now laſt 
| nd 7M | palt ſtraitly charge and commaund all and euery perſon and per- 
1— c(ons ot what degree oꝛ condition ſoeuer, That they oꝛ any of them 
by themſetues,thetr ſeruants,wozkemen 02z1abourers,ſhouldnot from andafter the ſetond day 
of Febꝛuary then uext following, pzeſume to ſow, ſet oz plant, oꝛ tauſe tobe ſowen, ſet oꝛ planted 
within this Our Realme of England andthe Dominion of wales, any ſoꝛt oz kinde of Tobacco 
whatſoeuer, and that they, oꝛ any of them, ſhould not maintaine oꝛ continue any olde ſtockes oꝛ 
plants of Tobacco fozmerly ſowen oz planted, but ſhould fozthwith vtteriy deſtroy and root vp 
the ſame. And whereas We haue taken into Our Royallconſideration aſwell the great waſte 


| 
andconſumption ofthe wealth of Our Kingdomes, as the endangering e impatring the 


— 


ol Our Subietts, by theinozdinatelibertie andabuſeof Tobacco , being a weede of noneceſſary 
vſe , and but of late yeeres bzought into Our Dominions, and being credibly infozmed, that di⸗ 
uers Tobacconiſts, and other meane perſons taking vpon them to trade and aduenture into the 
parts beyondthe Seas foꝛ Tobacco, to the intent to fozeſtall and engroſſe the ſaidcommoditie, 
vpon vnmerchantlike conditions, doe tranſpoꝛt much Gold bullion and Coyne out of Sur King- 
domes, and doe barter and vent the Staple commodities of Our Realme at vnder - values, to 
the intent to buy Tobacco, to the diſcredit of Our nattue merchandtzes, andextreame 
ofthe rates and pzices of Tobacco, and the great diſturbance and decay ofthe Trade of the oꝛ⸗ 
derly and good Merchant: we taking the pꝛemiſſes into Our Paincely conſideration,and being 
deſirous to put a remedie to the ſaib intonuenientes, which wee haue long endeauoured,though 
with leſle then wee expected, haue reſolued to make ſome further redꝛeſſe, by reſtraining 
the diſozdered traffique in that Commoditte, and reducing it into the hands of able perſons that 
may manage the ſame without tnconuentence, whereby the generallabuſe may be taken away, 
and the neceſſary vſe (it any be) may be pꝛeſerued. Me doe therefoze not only by theſe pꝛeſents, 
ſtraitly charge and commaund , That Our ſatdPzoclamation reſtraining the planting of To- 
bacco, be in enery reſpect obſerued and perfoꝛmed accozdingto the tenour thereof, vponthe pe- 
nalties therein contained; but allo that no perſon oꝛ perſons whatſoener, Engliſhmen, Den 
3ens 02 Strangers, (other then ſuch as ſhall be anthoztzed and CD by Letters 
uns vnder Our great Seale of England) doe (mpozt oz caule to be impoꝛted into | bony 
ealme of England oz Dominion of Wales, oꝛ any part ot them oꝛ either ofthem,any L 
of what nature,kind,o2 ſoꝛt ſoeuer,after the tenth day of July next enſuing the datehereof, from 
any the parts beyond the Seas, vpon paine of fozfeitureto Us ofallſuch Tobacco ſo to be im⸗ 
poꝛted contrary to the true meaning offheſe Pꝛeſents, and vponſuch further paines and penal⸗ 
ties as bytheLawesand Statutes of this Keatme, oz by the ſeueritie 02 cenſureof Hur Court 
of Starrechamber may be inflicted vpon the offendozs, fozcontempt of this Our nopall com- 
mand. And like wiſe that no Maſter, Merchant, oz Purſer ot any Ship oꝛ other Ueſſell, doe 
at any time oꝛ times after the ſaid tenth day ol July, pꝛelume oꝛ attempt to take into their ſhips 
to be impoꝛted into this Realme and Dominion, oꝛ either ot them, any ſozt, maner, oz quantity 
of Tobacco whatſoeuer, but onely to the vſe of ſuch perſon and per ſons as ſhalbe ſo as afoeſaid 
authoꝛtʒed and appointed vnder Our great Seale of England to impoꝛt the ſame,# which ſhalbe 
by them, their deputies, ſeruants oꝛ factoꝛs deliuered to the ſaid Paſters, Merchants oꝛ Purſers 
of ſhips to be impoꝛted, vpon the pames and penalties afozeſatd. 
And to the intent that no ſuch offendoꝛ may colour oꝛ hide his offence and contempt, by ſha- 
dowing the Tobacco to be bꝛought in, contrary to Our pleaſure befoze expꝛeſſed, vnder pzetence 
of foꝛmer ſtoꝛe, ue doe hereby lignifie and declare Hur will and pleaſure, and doe ftrattly charge 
— —— pek Conpey — ͤ — now 2 ſhall _ 
| 02 neere ſtminſter, hands, poſſeſſion, 
withino 1 ＋, of July now next enſu⸗ FT 
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Tobacco heretofoꝛe impoꝛted, oz hereafter and befoze 
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this our Nopal command. And laſtiy Our will and pleaſure is, and Wee doe hereby charge 
and tommaud Our Atturney generall foz the time being, to infoꝛme againſt ſuch perſons in Hur 
Court ot᷑ Starrechamber from time to time, whoſe contempt and diſobedience againſt this Our 
Ropall command ſhall merit the cenſure of that Court. 


Giuen at Our Manour of Greenwich the nine and ewenticth day of Iune, in the eighteenth yeere of Our 
Reigne of England, France and Ireland, and of Scotland the three and fiftieth. 


G odſaue the Ring. 
ted at London by Robert Barker, and Iohn Bill, 
Printers to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie. 3 
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